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Current trends in population growth, lifestyle changes and economic activity are powerful drivers behind escalating resource use and related environmental degradation. In the next 20 years, more than 3 billion people are expected to enter the middle class (as measured by income levels and consumption patterns) in addition to the 1.8 billion today. These growing trends will greatly intensify the global extraction and use of resources, which based on current trends is expected to reach 140 billion tons annually by 2050 (three times the amount recorded for the year 2000) (UNEP, 2011). This will put enormous pressure on the Earth’s natural resources and environment, many of which are already showing serious signs of scarcity and stress at local, regional, and global levels. All the evidence suggests that climate change will further intensify this pressure, with the risk of triggering substantial changes to the biosphere that greatly reduce its ability to deliver goods and services essential to human well-being.
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The United Nations provides new information on COVID-19 as it becomes available, and we are sharing the latest reports and policy briefs here on UN iLibrary. 
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The Global SDG Indicators Database provides access to data compiled through the UN System in preparation for the UN Secretary-General's annual report on "Progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals"
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