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In 1999, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) continued advocacy, alliance-building and other activities to improve the situation of children worldwide and ensure special protection for the most disadvantaged, including victims of war, disasters, extreme poverty and all forms of violence. Based on estimates that about 32,000 children under the age of five continued to die daily from preventable causes, UNICEF programmes gave priority to countries with the highest child mortality rates. The Fund’s activities also continued to focus on achieving the goals established at the 1990 World Summit for Children. In December, the General Assembly established a preparatory committee to outline the agenda and outcome of its high-level special session in 2001 to review progress towards World Summit goals and to consider future action.
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The United Nations provides new information on COVID-19 as it becomes available, and we are sharing the latest reports and policy briefs here on UN iLibrary. 
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The Global SDG Indicators Database provides access to data compiled through the UN System in preparation for the UN Secretary-General's annual report on "Progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals"
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