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The paradox of the continuing marginalization of LDCs in a rapidly integrating world economy poses a unique challenge to policy makers, at both the national and international level. As LDCs’ growth rates lag behind those of other developing countries and their share of world exports and imports continues to fall, the special and differential treatment measures incorporated into various Uruguay Round agreements and two of the Ministerial Decisions adopted by the Trade Negotiations Committee (the “Decision on Measures in Favour of Least-Developed Countries” and the “Decision on Measures Concerning the Possible Negative Effects of the Reform Programme on Least-Developed and Net Food-Importing Developing Countries”) have acquired greater significance. Several factors have, however, militated against LDCs in their attempts to take advantage of the opportunities provided by the multilateral trading system, including their limited capacity to participate effectively in WTO.
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The United Nations provides new information on COVID-19 as it becomes available, and we are sharing the latest reports and policy briefs here on UN iLibrary. 
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The Global SDG Indicators Database provides access to data compiled through the UN System in preparation for the UN Secretary-General's annual report on "Progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals"
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