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The establishment of the least developed country (LDC) category made it possible to attract special support measures for the most disadvantaged economies, which were consistently lagging behind when compared with other developing countries. From the outset, LDCs were recognized as low-income countries which faced severe structural handicaps to economic growth and development and needed access to support beyond what was commonly available for all developing countries. The Committee for Development Policy (CDP) is the organ officially mandated by the United Nations Economic and Social Council and the United Nations General Assembly to identify and make recommendations on which countries should belong to the LDC category, whereas the United Nations General Assembly is the organ that ultimately adds countries to or graduates countries from the category. Since 1991, the CDP has conducted triennial reviews of the list of LDCs and dedicated a substantial part of its work programme to the analysis of the development challenges confronted by the LDCs.
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The United Nations provides new information on COVID-19 as it becomes available, and we are sharing the latest reports and policy briefs here on UN iLibrary. 
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The Global SDG Indicators Database provides access to data compiled through the UN System in preparation for the UN Secretary-General's annual report on "Progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals"
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