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One of the major socio-economic problems of the developed market economies since the early 1970s has been the rising level of unemployment. There has been a steady upward drift in the number of unemployed and in their share in the total labour force. At the same time, marked differentials in unemployment levels by region, age group, sex and economic sector have emerged. Unemployment is a social and economic scourge at any time and, because of its sharp rise after a prolonged period of comparatively low unemployment, it might have been expected to become an acute policy concern in developed marked economies. However, the high levels of unemployment in industrial countries in recent years have in most cases not dominated the political agenda as much as lower unemployment did in the past: the reasons are not entirely clear. It may be widely believed that Governments cannot do much to reduce unemployment without touching off renewed inflation and balance-of-payments deficits. This chapter is largely addressed to precisely that issue.
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The United Nations provides new information on COVID-19 as it becomes available, and we are sharing the latest reports and policy briefs here on UN iLibrary. 





 


UN Statistics


[image: SDG Indicators Logo]






The Global SDG Indicators Database provides access to data compiled through the UN System in preparation for the UN Secretary-General's annual report on "Progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals"
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