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"The United Nations iLibrary (UN iLibrary) serves as the online gateway to books, periodicals, and
statistical data published by the United Nations Secretariat and its funds and programs,"
wrote Donna B. Smith for ccAdvisor. Produced in partnership with the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development (OECD) and using their OECD iLibrary platform, the UN digital
collection contains more than 6,000 ebooks, 4,000 articles, and three databases from over 40 UN
departments and agencies. Content is organized by theme, series title, publication year, and
alphabetically. Publications can be browsed, searched, printed, and downloaded as a PDF. They can
also be read online via the iLibrary viewer, an option that is free to all users.

The materials support research in 20th- and 21st-century history, politics, economics, social science
data, and international relations. Plans are to add around 500 new titles annually.

UN iLibrary publications include annual and outlook publications, book series, journals, working
papers, policy briefs, and statistical periodicals. Some publications go back to 1947.

UN iLibrary provides significant statistical holdings with three databases. The various publications
are well organized and diligently indexed. Researchers have a variety of means by which to explore
the documents across several layers simultaneously. Most publications are in English or French and
often in both, but a few are in other languages (over 30 languages are available in the search
options). UN iLibrary provides information in multiple formats: PDF, online web viewer (READ),
Microsoft Excel, and data (exportable in many other formats). An icon makes it easy to see quickly
what formats are available in a list of search results. The publication content is accessible in PDF and
READ. The READ online version allows reading on a mobile device, sharing with peers via social
networks, or embedding content in a report. "Remarkably, all the UN publications are readable online
viaiLibrary's viewer (the READ option) without a subscription," Smith wrote. To read the complete

review, go to ccadvisor.org.

Summing Up: Highly recommended. Lower-division undergraduates through faculty.

Reviewer: J. Stoehr (/search?reviewer=J. Stoehr), CHOICE

Recommendation: Highly recommended
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